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Grace Presbyterian Church                        April 4, 2021 

Acts 10:34-43, 1 Corinthians 15:1-20, John 20:1-18        Easter Sunday 

“The Power of Life”       

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Public Health reminds us and God reminds us that we are in a life and death 

struggle like never before. I suppose it’s always been this way, in terms of 

individuals recognizing their lives are temporary compared to the great flow 

of history. But then an event happens and human beings’ lives across the 

face of the planet are severely impacted. No one has gone through this 

virus/epidemic/pandemic before, although we are supposed to have 

experienced something like this in the Spanish influenza pandemic over a 

hundred years ago. Of course air travel and exceptional ability to travel 

anywhere anytime was our regular experience up until about a year ago. 

Now we are restricted. And we have “applied the emergency brake” in the 

grey zone. Have any of us ever experienced anything like this in our lives up 

until this last year? 

 

We have many decisions to make. We have a decision to make about what 

narrative to believe through all this. We all know there is more than one way 

to see what is happening to us. There is the narrative, the story that an 

ambitious virus jumped from animal to human disease and unfortunately 

was spread worldwide in a matter of days and weeks, followed by months of 

indecision or poor decisions by governments around the world, followed by 

unprecedented governmental restrictions in travel, in business shut downs, in 

social regulations that democracies have never seen and fears for flooding 

our already crowded hospitals with victims from the new virus… 

overwhelming our health care system. All this is still being broadcast almost 

weekly for the last year. Any hope to return to a semblance of our previous 

“normal” is then placed in our ability to generate vaccines quickly, and 

distribute them worldwide even more quickly. The vaccines will effectively 

deal with the virus and return us to that life we knew before, or something 

similar. 

 

Perhaps you also know there are many other narratives circulating, stories of 

there being a serious outbreak of a new virus, but a more calculated and 

sinister version of what is happening. In these stories, the virus may have 

been created to carry out an evil plan to destroy most of the population of the 

planet, conceived by those who feel we already are overpopulated in our 

world. The plan was that the virus would kill up to ninety percent of our 
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planet (and it might do better than that), and that it would not be the virus 

itself that does the job, but the vaccines given in successive waves that 

would alter our immune systems to make us more vulnerable to the virus and 

its variants. In this evil plan, it is the response to the pandemic that kills us 

more than the original virus itself. I am telling these stories, not to force you 

into being vaccinated or resisting vaccination. I hope I am not the first to tell 

you of these reactions to what we are going through in Canada and in the 

rest of the world. I trust you will make the right decision. In the end, you 

must trust someone’s version of what is happening to us, and trust the Lord. 

He alone is the One to whom we must give final accountability. He will 

judge wisely, lovingly and correctly. 

 

Just to be clear, we at Grace are following all the public health guidelines 

and submitting to the governmental authorities, as per Romans 13. I plan to 

get the vaccine. But I need to tell you, my hope is not in the vaccine, nor is it 

in the government. I don’t know what you believe about everything that is 

going on. I don’t have the answers about the pandemic. 

 

I do have the answer to the deeper life questions that everyone is asking, 

because of lost health, lost lives, lost jobs, businesses, school life in disarray, 

families undergoing stresses unknown before this season. I have the answer, 

not because I’m so smart, or so wise or so amazing. I’m listening to the One 

who gives us the Easter message, and passing it on to you. The meaning and 

power of life escapes many these days. Fears are rampant. Anxieties are 

everywhere. And I get that. But there is a consistent message from a man 

who lived two thousand years ago. That man was no ordinary man. But he 

wasn’t attractive like a movie star. It was his spirit that was attractive. 

 

He drew together a few followers, a dozen and a few dozen. They changed 

the world. But it was not them that changed it. It was him. 

 

John presents him as the Creator of the World, the origin of Life, the reason 

for living, the Word. John shows him meeting with the sick and the needy, 

the proud and the poor, fishermen, military government collaborators, 

members of the Jewish Supreme Court, the ordinary and the extraordinary. 

He does not shy away from the unhealthy (no matter how contagious they 

are) nor the social outcast.  

 

He is the life of the party, changing water to wine. He takes prophetic action 

and cleanses the Temple from commercial misuse. He meets privately at 
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night with a theologically trained man and talks about second birth, that 

messy, life giving choice to accept God on God’s terms, not your own. He 

meets a woman from another religious tradition publicly at a well and 

respects her, but calls her and her town to a new life. He helps her 

understand her whole life and her deepest needs. He addresses our spiritual 

thirsts and hungers. He heals a man who is paralyzed and lying at a pool, 

waiting to get healed for thirty-eight years. He heals a blind man, who has 

been blind from birth. That blind man invites others to see Jesus as He truly 

is, the Giver of Life and Light. Some accept him. Some do not. He calls us 

sheep who are lost without him, but safe and fed and well with him. 

 

Jesus’ friend dies. His friend’s sisters, Mary and Martha are crushed. They 

know Jesus had healed so many. Why couldn’t he have come sooner? Why 

was he so late and now crying in grief at the site? Then another surprise 

rocks Jesus’ friends. He tells Martha to take the grave stone away, which 

would be like someone today asking for the coffin to be opened, and the 

body had not necessarily been preserved as it could have been. Martha warns 

Jesus that it might smell due to the decomposition over the last few days, 

particularly in a warm environment. But Jesus says to her, “Did I not tell you 

that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” (John 11:40) And 

Jesus calls Lazarus to get up and come out. Had he not specified Lazarus by 

name, everyone in that grave cave would have gotten up and come up, 

because Jesus has the power of life, resurrection life. Lazarus got up and 

came out, and everyone saw him. 

 

And that’s why we know Jesus has that power. So should it surprise us when 

that power is applied to him in just a little while following Lazarus’ 

resurrection from the dead? No. But still, it’s hard to believe that there may 

be life beyond this life. Mostly we want life now. And Jesus gives us that 

first and foremost. He simply surprises us by giving us more than that. 

 

Was it hard for people to believe in the resurrection? Yes. But they saw 

Jesus after everyone saw or heard He had been crucified and died publicly, 

horribly. How do we know it was hard for people to believe it? Because Paul 

was still having to teach on the resurrection with the Corinthians in chapter 

15, at least twenty years after the fact, if 1 Corinthians was written about 55 

AD. So we shouldn’t be surprised in our time and age when individuals, 

Christians and non-Christians, state they don’t believe in the resurrection of 

the dead. Paul made very strong statements affirming the resurrection. 
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There were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ resurrection: Peter, the Twelve, over 500 

people at the same time, most were still alive when Paul was writing this to 

the Corinthians in Greece. (1 Cor. 15:5) James and Paul himself saw the 

Lord and spoke with Him. (vv. 7-8) In spite of all this evidence, some in 

Corinth were still speaking against the resurrection of the dead. (v. 12) Paul 

then asserts his case logically: if there is no resurrection of the dead, Christ 

has not been raised and if Christ has not been raised from the dead, then our 

preaching is useless and so is your faith. (vv. 13-14) That’s as strong as it 

gets for importance in believing in any particular doctrine. Isn’t it? Your 

faith is useless if you don’t believe in the resurrection. 

 

Don’t get me wrong. It’s important to receive Christ for what He can do in 

your life now, for all the life He gives you now. Don’t put it off and 

certainly don’t treat it as fire insurance against judgment and hell. That 

relationship with Christ isn’t meant to be only a safeguard against what 

happens in the life beyond this life. No. The decision affects our lives 

eternally now, according to Scripture. Remember John 3:16? Everlasting or 

eternal life is what is at stake in these discussions, and particularly in the 

state of our relationship with the Lord. So Paul puts the highest value on 

what Easter means, what Jesus rising from the dead means: that we too will 

rise from the dead. Our life continues, in a new resurrection body, which has 

some continuity with this physical body, but not totally. It will be better, 

may I suggest a new, improved version. (vv. 42-44) 

 

But don’t I get to believe what I want about the resurrection of the body, 

Jonathan? You have choice of course, but make the right choice. Paul again 

uses the strongest of words in 1 Cor. 15: 19: “If only for this life we have 

hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all people.” Don’t have a pitiful 

faith. Choose to trust Jesus as He is presented in Scripture. Choose to trust in 

His resurrection, and therefore in the resurrection of our own bodies. Yes, it 

matters what we do here and now. It matters whether you give you life to 

Christ or not in this life. You have a choice now. Later after your death, your 

choice will have already been made. And no choice is a “no” choice. There 

is no neutrality when it comes to the offer of knowing Jesus and accepting 

Him as He is. 

 

Today is the day to say “yes” to Jesus. Don’t put it off. We may not know all 

the details of the pandemic, its source, origin, spread, and future. We do 

know we will all die one day. Choose today to give yourself to the One who 
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holds the power of life, life now, life abundant, life worth living in 

relationship to Him who is the Author of life. 

 

Take a moment now in the midst of so much turmoil in our province and 

land of Canada. Take a moment now to give yourself to Him. He is the 

answer to life’s question. He is sweeter than any chocolate. He is a feast 

better than any Easter meal. 

 

Let us pray. 


